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FILE PROCESSING METHOD, DATA PROCESSING 



APPARATUS AND STORAGE MEDIUM 



[0001] This application is a continuing application, filed under 35 U.S.C. § 111(a). 
of International Application PCT/JP99/04387. filed August 13, 1999. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to file processing methods, data 
processing apparatuses and storage media, and more particularly to a file processing 
method and a data processing apparatus which store a file in a storage medium with 
a high compression efficiency and read the stored compressed file from the storage 
medium, and to a storage medium which stores such a compressed file. 

[0003] Recently, it has become possible to store in advance information of a 
dictionary, an encyclopedia or the like in a storage medium such as a CD-ROM, and 
to access the CD-ROM from a computer, so as to read and display the information of 
the dictionary, encyclopedia or the lil<e. Hence, an extremely large amount of 
information related to the dictionary, encyclopedia or the like can be stored in a single 
CD-ROM which is compact. In addition, instead of obtaining the necessary 
information by opening the dictionary, encyclopedia or the like while using the 
computer, it is possible to read the necessary information from the CD-ROM, thereby 
making it possible to considerably reduce the trouble of obtaining the necessary 
information. 



BACKGROUND ART 



[0004] In the conventional CD-ROM which stores the information of the dictionary, 
encyclopedia or the like, a dictionary file is made up of dictionary data and data of 
index (hereinafter simply referred to as index data). In the case of the encyclopedia, 
for example, the dictionary data includes data of text (hereinafter simply referred to 
as text data) describing the meaning of a word, data of image (hereinafter simply 
referred to as image data) showing an animal if the word relates to an animal, for 
example, and data of audio (hereinafter simply referred to as audio data) indicating a 
chirping sound of a bird if the word relates to a bird, for example. The index is used 
to retrieve a desired dictionary data from the dictionary file, and is provided with 
respect to each dictionary data. The index is sometimes referred to as a keyword. 
The index data includes a catchword pointer, an item pointer and the like. Data of the 
catchword include a headword. Data of the item includes a headword, comment and 
the like. 

[0005] Conventionally, the text data and the index data are stored in a non- 
compressed state, because the storage capacity of the CD-ROM is relatively large. 
On the other hand, the image data and the audio data are compressed according to 
appropriate compression techniques and stored in the CD-ROM, because the amount 
of information of the image data in particular is large. 

[0006] But if one CD-ROM is required to store each dictionary or each 
encyclopedia, it is difficult to utilize the dictionary data with ease. Accordingly, it is 
desirable to store the information of a plurality of dictionaries, encyclopedias or the 
like in a single CD-ROM, but in this case, there was a problem in that the amount of 
information to be stored may exceed the storage capacity of the single CD-ROM even 
if the dictionary data is compressed. Moreover, even if the dictionary file to be stored 
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in the CD-ROM relates to a single dictionary, encyclopedia or the like, there was a 
possibility that the storage capacity of the single CD-ROM will be exceeded even if 
the dictionary data is compressed, as the amount of information of the dictionary file 
increases. 

[0007] For this reason, it is conceivable to compress not only the dictionary data, 
but to compress the entire dictionary file including the index data, and to store such 
compressed data in the CD-ROM. However, no proposal has been made which would 
enable compression of the entire dictionary file efficiently by a relatively simple 
method, and enable expansion of the compressed dictionary file within a short time. 
Particularly in the case of the dictionary, encyclopedia or the like, the amount of 
information of the index data is large. But if it takes time to carry out the process of 
restoring the index data when expanding the compressed dictionary file, the access 
time to the desired index data or dictionary data becomes long, and it becomes 
difficult to utilize the dictionary, encyclopedia or the like with ease. 

[0008] In addition, when compressing the dictionary data in units of item of the 
index or in units of fixed length, for example, it takes time to carry out the process of 
expanding the dictionary file, similarly to the above described case, because the 
amount of information of the index data is large particularly for the dictionary, 
encyclopedia or the like, and it also becomes difficult to utilize the dictionary, 
encyclopedia or the like with ease. For example, a Japanese Laid-Open Patent 
Application No. 9-26969 proposes a telephone directory retrieval system which 
employs a similar method. According to this proposed system, however, the index 
data is not compressed. This is because, in the case of the telephone directory, the 
amount of information of the index data is small compared to the amount of 
information related to the telephone number, family name, given name, corporate 
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name and address which correspond to the dictionary data, and the information 
compression efficiency as a whole does not improve much even if the index dataJs 
compressed. For this reason, even if this proposed system is applied to the storage 
of the information of the dictionary, encyclopedia or the like, the information 
compression efficiency does not improve much for the dictionary file as a whole. 

[0009] Therefore, in a case where the amount of information of the index data is 
relatively large even when compared to the amount of information of the dictionary 
data, as in the case of the dictionary, encyclopedia or the like, it was conventionally 
impossible to efficiently compress and store the dictionary file in the storage medium, 
and it was impossible to access the compressed dictionary file in a short time by a 
relatively simple process. 

[0010] In view of the above, a method which divides the data and the index data 
with respect to the data into a plurality of sections and compresses the sections, has 
been proposed in an International Application (International Application 
NO.PCT/JP98/04736, International Publication No.WO99/21092) which has been 
published according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty, for example. According to this 
proposed method, even in a case where the amount of information of the index data 
is relatively large compared to the amount of information of the dictionary data, as in 
the case of the dictionary, encyclopedia or the like, it is possible to efficiently 
compress and store the file such as the dictionary file in the storage medium, and it is 
possible to access the compressed dictionary file in a short time by a relatively simple 
process. 

[0011] However, according to the conventional system or proposed method 
described above, the compression and expansion system employs the Huffman 
compression technique in order to carry out the retrieval at a high speed. In addition. 
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a single compression parameter is used to compress the data. As a result, the 
following problems were generated. 

[0012] First, when the Huffman compression technique is employed for the 
compression of the data of the dictionary, encyclopedia or the like, the number of 
words to be recorded in the storage medium becomes large, and there was a problem 
in that the data compression efficiency deteriorates as the number of kinds of words 
used for the comment increases. 

[0013] In addition, there was a problem in that, even though the data is 
compressed, peculiar sections exist where the amount of information of the 
compressed data is larger than the amount of information of the non-compressed 



[0014] Furthermore, because it is necessary to add an end information which 
indicates the end of the section to the end of each section of the data, there was a 
problem in that there is a limit to greatly improving the data compression efficiency as 



[0015] On the other hand, when compressing a file made up of data other than the 
data of the dictionary, encyclopedia or the like, there are demands in the field of file 
systems and the like to similarly improve the data compression efficiency. 



data. 



a whole. 



DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 



[0016] Accordingly, it is a general object of the present invention to provide a novel 
and useful file processing method, data processing apparatus and storage medium, in 
which the problems described above are eliminated. 
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[0017] Another and more specific object of the present invention is to provide a file 
processing method comprising a compressing step which divides a file into a plurality 
of sections and compresses each section of the file using a plurality of compression 
parameters; and a storing step which stores a compressed file in a storage medium. 
According to the present invention, it is possible to considerably improve the data 
compression efficiency. 

[0018] A further object of the present invention is to provide a data processing 
apparatus comprising a compressing process section which divides a file into a 
plurality of sections and compresses each section of the file using a plurality of 
compression parameters; and a storing process section which stores a compressed 
file in a storage medium. According to the present invention, it is possible to 
considerably improve the data compression efficiency of the data processing 
apparatus. 

[0019] Another object of the present invention is to provide a storage medium 
which stores computer-readable information, and stores a program comprising 
compressing process means for causing a computer to divide a file into a plurality of 
sections and compress each section of the file using a plurality of compression 
parameters; and storing process means for causing the computer to store a 
compressed file in storage means. According to the present invention, it is possible 
to considerably improve the data compression efficiency of the computer. 

[0020] Still another object of the present invention is to provide a storage medium 
which stores computer-readable information, comprising a region storing a file which 
is divided into a plurality of sections which are compressed using a plurality of 
compression parameters; and a region storing the compression parameters. 
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According to the present invention, it is possible to store a compressed file having a 
considerably improved data compression efficiency in the storage medium. 

[0021] A further object of the present invention is to provide a storage medium 
further storing a driver software independent of an application software of a computer, 
where said driver software includes a program provided with expanding process 
means for causing the computer to expand the compressed file which is read from the 
storage medium. According to the present invention, there is no need to design the 
application software depending on each compression file, and the reading and 
expanding process with respect to the compressed file can be carried out using an 
existing application software by merely modifying the driver software. 

[0022] Another object of the present invention is to provide a file processing 
method comprising a reading step which accesses a storage medium which stores a 
plurality of compression parameters and a compressed file, an original file being 
divided into a plurality of sections and compressed for each section using the plurality 
of compression parameters so as to obtain a plurality of section data forming the 
compressed file; and an expanding step which expands the section data read from 
the storage medium by said reading step using the compression parameters 
corresponding to the section data. According to the present invention, it is possible 
to satisfactorily expand the compressed file which is compressed at a high data 
compression efficiency by a relatively simple structure and process. 

[0023] Still another object of the present invention is to provide a data processing 
apparatus comprising a reading process section which controls an access to a 
storage medium which stores a plurality of compression parameters and a 
compressed file, an original file being divided into a plurality of sections and 
compressed for each section using the plurality of compression parameters so as to 
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obtain a plurality of section data forming the compressed file; and an expanding 
process section which expands the section data read from the storage medium by 
said reading process section using the compression parameters corresponding to the 
section data. According to the present invention, it is possible to satisfactorily 
expand the compressed file which is compressed at a high data compression 
efficiency by a relatively simple structure and process. 

[0024] A further object of the present invention Is to provide a data processing 
apparatus comprising a reading process section which controls an access to a 
storage medium which stores a plurality of compression parameters and a 
compressed file in response to a read request from an application software, an 
original file being divided into a plurality of sections and compressed for each section 
using the plurality of compression parameters so as to obtain a plurality of section 
data forming the compressed file; and an expanding process section which expands 
the section data read from the storage medium by said reading process section using 
the compression parameters corresponding to the section data, and supplies 
expanded data to the application software. According to the present invention, it is 
possible to satisfactorily expand the compressed file which is compressed at a high 
data compression efficiency by a relatively simple structure and process. 

[0025] Another object of the present invention is to provide a storage medium 
which stores computer-readable information, and stores a program comprising 
reading process means for causing a computer to control an access to a recording 
medium which stores a plurality of compression parameters and a compressed file, 
an original file being divided into a plurality of sections and compressed for each 
section using the plurality of compression parameters so as to obtain a plurality of 
section data forming the compressed file; and expanding process means for causing 
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the computer to expand the section data read from the recording medium by said 
reading process section using the compression parameters corresponding to the 
section data. According to the present invention, it is possible to satisfactorily 
expand the compressed file which is compressed at a high data compression 
efficiency by a relatively simple structure and process. 

[0026] Still another object of the present invention is to provide a storage medium 
which stores computer-readable information, and stores a program comprising 
reading process means for causing a computer to control an access to a recording 
medium which stores a plurality of compression parameters and a compressed file in 
response to a read request from an application software, an original file being divided 
into a plurality of sections and compressed for each section using the plurality of 
compression parameters so as to obtain a plurality of section data forming the 
compressed file; and expanding process means for causing the computer to expand 
the section data read from the recording medium by said reading process section 
using the compression parameters corresponding to the section data, and supply 
expanded data to the application software. According to the present invention, it is 
possible to satisfactorily expand the compressed file which is compressed at a high 
data compression efficiency by a relatively simple structure and process. 

[0027] Other objects and further features of the present invention will be apparent 
from the following detailed description when read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

[0028] FIG. 1 is a system block diagram showing a general structure of a computer 
system which employs a first embodiment of a file processing method; 
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FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram showing a file compression system 
formed by a first embodiment of a data processing apparatus; 

FIGS. 3A and 3B comprise a flow chart for explaining a region dividing 
process and an appearing frequency computing process; 

FIG. 4 is a flow chart for explaining the region dividing process and the 
appearing frequency computing process; 

FIG. 5 is a flow chart] FIGS. 5A and 5B comprise a flow chart for explaining a 
compression parameter computing process; 

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a data structure of the compression parameters; 

FIGS. 7A and 7B comprise a flow chart for explaining a data compressing 
process and an address information computing process; 

FIG. 8 is a flow chart for explaining a compressed file combining process; 

FIG. 9 is a diagram for explaining combining of compressed files; 

FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining a format of compressed data; 

FIG. 11 is a functional block diagram showing a file retrieval and display 
system formed by the first embodiment of the data processing apparatus; 

FIG. 12 is a flow chart for explaining an index reading process; 

FIGS. 13A and 138 comprise a flow chart for explaining a data expanding 
process; 

FIG. 14 is a flow chart for explaining a text reading process; 

FIG. 15 is a system block diagram showing a structure of a retrieval and 
display controller of a second embodiment of the data processing apparatus 
according to the present invention; 

FIG. 16 is a flow chart for explaining a file reading process; and 

FIGS. 17A and 17B comprise a flow chart for explaining a reading and 
expanding process. 

BEST MODE OF CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

[0029] A description will be given of a first embodiment of a file processing method 
and a data processing apparatus according to the present invention. This first 
embodiment of the file processing method and the data processing apparatus 
employs a first embodiment of a storage medium according to the present invention. 
In this first embodiment of the storage medium, the present invention is applied to a 
CD-ROM, but the storage medium itself is not limited to the CD-ROM, and the 
present invention is of course similarly applicable to storage media other than the 
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CD-ROM, such as optical information storage media other than the CD-ROIVI, 
magneto-optical storage media such as magneto-optical disks, magnetic recording 
media such as floppy disl^s, and various kinds of semiconductor memory devices. 

[0030] FIG. 1 is a system block diagram showing a general structure of a computer 
system applied with the first embodiment of the file processing method, and 
corresponds to the first embodiment of the data processing apparatus. The computer 
system shown in FIG. 1 generally includes a central processing unit (CPU) 1, a main 
storage unit 2 formed by a random access memory (RAM) or the like, an auxiliary 
storage unit 3 formed by a hard disk drive or the like, an input device 4 formed by a 
keyboard, mouse or the like, a display unit 5, and a CD-ROM input and output unit 6 
which is formed by a CD-ROM drive or the like, and these elements of the computer 
system are coupled via a bus 9. Each of the elements itself forming the computer 
system may be formed by known structures. 

[0031] The input device 4 is used to input instructions and data to the CPU 1 . The 
CPU 1 carries out processes requested by a user, by executing programs stored in 
the auxiliary storage unit 3 based on the instructions and data which are input. The 
programs stored in the auxiliary storage unit 3 may be installed in advance or, may be 
loaded from a CD-ROM 6a which is loaded into the CD-ROM input and output unit 6. 
The main storage unit 2 is used to temporarily store intermediate results of computing 
processes or the like carried out by the CPU 1, data used by the computations and 
the like. The display unit 5 displays results of processes carried out by the CPU 1, 
messages for urging the user to input instruction and data, and the like. It is also 
possible to connect a printer (not shown) to the bus 9, in place of the display unit 5 
or, in addition to the display unit 5, so as to print the results of the processes carried 
out by the CPU 1 and the like. 
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[0032] First, a description will be given of a file storing process for storing a 
dictionary file of a dictionary, encyclopedia or the like in a CD-ROM 6a which is 
loaded into the CD-ROM input and output unit 6. The file storing process generally 
includes a compression parameter computing process, a data compressing process 
for index, text or the like, an address information computing process, a compressed 
file combining process, and a compressed file storing process. It is assumed for the 
sake of convenience in this embodiment that the CD-ROM 6a stores a program for 
causing the CPU 1 to carry out the file storing process, and that the CPU 1 reads this 
program from the CD-ROM 6a by a known method and loads the read program into 
the auxiliary storage unit 3. In addition, it is assumed that the dictionary file of the 
dictionary, encyclopedia or the like is transferred from a host unit (not shown) and 
stored in the auxiliary storage unit 3 via the bus 9 or, read from a CD-ROM different 
from the CD-ROM 6a by the CD-ROM input and output unit 6 and stored in the 
auxiliary storage unit 3 via the bus 9. 

[0033] FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram showing a file compression system 
formed by the first embodiment of the data processing apparatus. In FIG. 2, those 
parts which are the same as those corresponding parts in FIG. 1 are designated by 
the same reference numerals, and a description thereof will be omitted. 

[0034] The file compression system shown in FIG. 2 generally includes a file 
compression controller 11, a dictionary file 12 electronically published in CD-ROM, a 
compressed file 13, and data files 14 and 15. The file compression controller 11 is 
formed by the CPU 1 shown in FIG. 1, and includes a region dividing process section 
21. an appearing frequency computing process section 22, a compression parameter 
computing process section 23, a data compressing process section 24, an address 
information computing process section 25, and a compressed file combining process 
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section 26. In this embodiment, the dictionary file 12 and the compressed file 13 are 
formed by the CD-ROM 6a. for example, and the data files 14 and 15 are formed by 
the auxiliary storage unit 3, for example. 

[0035] The region dividing process section 21 divides the dictionary file 12 into a 
plurality of regions, and stores the number of divided regions in the data file 14. The 
appearing frequency computing process section 22 obtains the appearing frequency 
of the character in each region of the dictionary file 12 by computation, and stores a 
region and appearing frequency count in the data file 14. In addition, the appearing 
frequency computing section 22 obtains a bias of the character in each region by 
computation, and stores a bias flag, a bias count and the like in the data file 14. For 
example, the number of divided regions is set to ten-odd times the number of 
compression parameter types used for the compression. 

[0036] The compression parameter computing process section 23 obtains a 
plurality of compression parameters for each region of the dictionary file 12 by 
computation, and stores the compression parameters in the data file 15. The data 
compressing process section 24 compresses the data of the dictionary file 12 based 
on each of the compression parameters, and stores the compressed data in the data 
file 15. The address information computing process section 25 generates address 
information for each region of the dictionary file 12, and stores the address 
information in the data file 15. The compressed file combining process section 26 
generates a compressed file by combining the data stored in the data files 14 and 15, 
and stores the compressed file in the compressed file 13. 

[0037] la) Region Dividing Process and Appearing Frequency Computing Process: 
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[0038] FIGS. 3A, SB and 4 are flow charts for explaining a region dividing process 
and an appearing frequency computing process which is carried out by the file 
compression controller 11, the region dividing process section 21 and the appearing 
frequency computing process section 22, that is, the process of the CPU 1. 

[0039] In FIGS. 3A and 3B, a step S1 accesses the CD-ROM 6a and opens the 
dictionary file 12, and a step S2 inputs the number of compression parameters which 
are input from the input device 4 by manipulating keys thereof. A step S3 inputs a 
number of divided regions of the dictionary file 12 which are input from the input 
device 4 by manipulating keys thereof. A step S4 decides whether or not an address 
of the region is to be specified independently. The process advances to a step S5 if 
the decision result in the step S4 is YES, and the process advances to a step S6 if 
the decision result in the step S4 is NO. The step S5 inputs a start address for each 
region, and the process advances to a step S8. 

[0040] The step S6 acquires a file size of the dictionary file 12, and a step S7 
equally divides the dictionary file 12 into the number of divided regions. After the 
step S7 or S5. the step S8 initializes a region and appearing frequency count of a 
region and appearing frequency counter within the CPU 1. A step S9 decides 
whether or not the region is changed and the process advanced to a new region. The 
process advances to a step S10 if the decision result in the step S9 is YES, and the 
process advances to a step S1 1 if the decision result in the step S9 is NO. The step 

510 switches the region and appearing frequency counter to a region and appearing 
frequency counter of the new region. 

[0041] After the step S10 or, if the decision result in the step S9 is NO, the step 

511 reads a 16-bit code corresponding to one character from the dictionary file 12. In 
addition, a step SI 2 increments the appearing frequency count of the appearing 
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frequency counter of the corresponding code. A step S13 decides whether or not the 
last character of the dictionary file 12 is processed. The process returns to the step 
S9 if the decision result in the step SI 3 is NO, and the process advances to a step 
S14 to close the dictionary file 12 if the decision result in the step SI 3 is YES. 

[0042] A step SI 5 sorts one character in an order depending on the appearing 
frequency for each of the divided regions, and a step SI 6 selects 1024 characters in 
the order of the appearing frequency, for example. A step SI 7 initializes to the 
character having the highest appearing frequency in the first divided region, and a 
step S18 calculates a bias of the appearing frequency by comparing the appearing 
frequency of the concerned character in another region and the appearing frequency 
of the concerned character in the first divided region. A step SI 9 decides whether or 
not a character with the biased appearing frequency exists. The process advances to 
a step S20 if the decision result in the step SI 9 is YES, and the process advances to 
a step S22 if the decision result in the step SI 9 is NO. 

[0043] The step S20 sets a bias flag for each character of each divided region, and 
a step S21 counts up a bias counter of a bias counter for each divided region. If the 
decision result in the step SI 9 is NO or, after the step S21. the step S22 switches to 
the character having the next appearing frequency. A step S23 decides whether or 
not the 1024th character is exceeded, and the process returns to the step SI 8 if the 
decision result in the step S23 is NO. On the other hand, if the decision result in the 
step S23 is YES, a step S24 switches to the next divided region, and a step S25 
decides whether or not the last divided region is exceeded. If the decision result in 
the step S25 is YES, a step S26 sorts each of the divided regions based on the bias 
count, and the process advances to a step S27 shown in FIG. 4. 
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[0044] In FIG. 4, the step S27 sets an Initial value of a compression pattern of the 
divided region having the largest bias. A step S28 decides whether or not the bias of 
the next divided region is similar to the previous compression pattern. If the decision 
result in the step S28 is NO, a step S29 decides whether or not a compression 
pattern remains. If the decision result in the step S29 is YES, a step S30 sets a next 
value of the compression pattern for the concerned divided region. 

[0045] On the other hand, if the decision result in the step S28 is YES or, the 
decision result in the step S29 is NO, a step S31 sets a value of the compression 
pattern of the divided region which is similar to the concerned divided region. After 
the step 830 or S31, a step S32 decides whether or not the last divided region is 
reached. The process returns to the step S28 if the decision result in the step S32 is 
NO, and the process ends if the decision result in the step S32 is YES. 

[0046] 1b) Compression Parameter Computing Process: 

[0047] FIGS. 5A and 5B comprise a flow chart for explaining a compression 
parameter computing process of the file compressing controller 1 1 and the 
compression parameter computing process section 23, that is, the process of the 
CPU 1. 

[0048] In FIGS. 5A and 5B, a step S41 accesses the CD-ROM 6a and opens the 
dictionary file. A step S42 sets an initial value of the compression pattern, and a step 
S43 sets an initial value of the divided region. A step S44 decides whether or not the 
divided region which is to be processed belongs to the concerned compression 
pattern. The process advances to a step S46 if the decision result in the step S44 is 
YES, and the process advances to a step S45 if the decision result in the step S44 is 
NO. The step S45 skips a non-concerned divided region. 
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[0049] The step S46 reads the 16-bit code corresponding to one character. A step 
S47 increments the appearing frequency count of the appearing frequency counter of 
the concerned 16-bit code, and a step S48 decides whether or not the last divided 
region is processed. The process returns to the step S44 if the decision result in the 
step S47 is NO, If the decision result in the step S48 is YES, a step S49 updates the 
compression pattern. A step S50 decides whether or not the last compression 
pattern is processed, and the process returns to the step S44 if the decision result in 
1^ the step S50 is NO. 

b 

^ [0050] On the other hand, if the decision result in the step S50 is YES. a step S51 

M 

^ sets an initial value of the compression pattern, and a step S52 initializes the divided 

region which uses the compression parameters of the concerned compression 

m 

^ pattern. A step S53 sorts the 16-bit codes depending on the order of the appearing 

fU frequency, and a step S54 selects 1024 16-bit codes in the order of the appearing 

W frequency. A step S55 decomposes the remaining 16-bit codes into 8-bit codes, and 

rj calculates the appearing frequency thereof. A step S56 makes the appearing 

frequency of the 8-bit codes to approximately 1/2, so as to make a correction with 

respect to the 16-bit codes. 

[0051] A step S57 accesses the auxiliary storage unit 3, for example, and opens a 
save file of the compression parameters into the data file 15. A step S58 writes 1024 
16-bit codes and the appearing frequencies thereof in the compression parameter 
save file within the data file 15. In addition, a step S59 writes 256 8-bit codes and the 
appearing frequencies thereof in the compression parameter save file within the data 
file 15. A step S60 closes the compression parameter save file within the data file 
15, and a step S61 updates the compression pattern. A step S62 decides whether or 
not the last compression pattern is processed, and the process returns to the step 
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S52 if the decision result in the step S62 is NO, and the process ends if the decision 
result in the step S62 is YES. 

[0052] FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a data structure of the compression 
parameters. In the case of the compression using the Huffman code, each 
compression parameter includes 256 kinds of appearing frequencies for each of 1024 
kinds of 16-bit codes, and 256 kinds of appearing frequencies for each 8-bit code, for 
example. These appearing frequencies become the data which are used to generate 

^ a Huffman tree. In the case of the compression using the Universal code, the 

O 

r; compression parameters are formed by a try tree or data such as registered codes 

3:3 

^ and reference numbers thereof for generating the try tree. 

f 

[0053] 1c) Data Compressing Process And Address Information Computing 

3 

P Process: 

ru 

W [0054] FIGS. 7A and 7B comprise a flow chart for explaining a data compressing 

P 

ill process and an address information computing process of the data compressing 

process section 24 and the address information computing process section 25 within 
the file compression controller 11, that is, the process of the CPU 1. 

[0055] In FIGS. 7A and 7B, a step S71 creates a conversion table from the 
plurality of compression parameters, that is, creates a Huffman tree since the 
Huffman compression is carried out in this embodiment. A step S72 opens the 
dictionary file 12 by accessing the CD-ROM 6a. A step S73 opens a compressed 
data save file and an address information save file within the data file 15 by 
accessing the auxiliary storage unit 3. A step S74 sets the first divided region. 

[0056] A step S75 reads one section from the dictionary file 12. This section may 
have a fixed length or a variable length, but for the sake of convenience, it is 
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assumed in this embodiment that this section has a variable length. This section is 
also sometimes referred to as a block. A step S76 computes the compressed data of 
one section using the Huffman tree. A step S77 decides whether or not one section 
has a fixed length, and the process advances to a step S80 if the decision result in 
the step S77 is NO. On the other hand, if the decision result in the step S77 is YES, 
a step S78 decides. whether or not a size of the compressed data is longer than a 
size of the non-compressed data before the compression, and the process advances 
to the step S80 if the decision result in the step S78 is NO. If the decision result in 
the step S78 is YES, a step S79 generates control information which includes a non- 
compression flag Indicating that the data is a non-compressed data, and the non- 
compressed data, and the process advances to a step S81 . In this case, if the 
section is a last section, end information (EOB: End Of Blocl^:) is added to the end of 
the section. If the section is an intermediate section other than the last section, an 
EOB delete flag indicating that the EOB is deleted is included in the control 
information, instead of adding the EOB. 

[0057] The step S80 generates the control information, the compressed data, the 
EOB and the like in correspondence with each flag and the compression parameter 
type, and the process advances to the step S81 . In this case. If the section is the last 
section, the EOB is added to the end of the section. If the section is an intermediate 
section other than the last section, the EOB delete flag indicating that the EOB is 
deleted is included in the control information, instead of adding the EOB. The step 
S81 writes the compressed data in the compressed data save file within the data file 
15. 

[0058] A more detailed description will be given later with respect to the control 
information, the EOB and the like, by referring to FIGS. 9 and 10. 
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[0059] A step S82 computes the address information of the location where the 
concerned section is stored. For example, in the case where the section has the 
fixed length, the address information is computed based on a section number which is 
given to each section. A step S83 writes the address information in the address 
information save file within the data file 15. A step S84 decides whether or not the 
last section of the concerned divided region is processed, and the process returns to 
the step S75 if the decision result in the step S84 is NO. For example, whether or not 
the last section is processed may be judged based on the section number or a last 

O 

l«% section code which is added to the section number of the last section. 

a 

[0060] On the other hand, if the decision result in the step S84 is YES, a step S85 
updates the divided region, and a step S86 decides whether or not the last section of 
^ the dictionary file 12 is processed. The process returns to the step S75 if the 

nj decision result in the step S86 is NO, and the process advances to a step S87 if the 

W decision result in the step S86 is YES. The step S87 closes the compressed data 

O 

nj save file and the address information save file. In addition, a step S88 closes the 

dictionary file 12, and the process ends. 

[0061] 1d) Compressed File Combining Process: 

[0062] FIG. 8 is a flow chart for explaining a compressed file combining process of 
the compressed file combining process section 26 within the file compression 
controller 11, that is, the process of the CPU 1. 

[0063] In FIG. 8, a step S91 opens the compressed file 13. A step S92 edits data 
of a header for identifying the start of the compressed file. A step S93 opens the 
compression parameter save file within the data file 1 5 of the auxiliary storage unit 3, 
and a step S94 copies the compression parameters of the compression parameter 
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save file into the compressed file 13. A step S95 closes the compression parameter 
save file. 

[0064] A step S96 opens the address information save file within the data file 15 of 
the auxiliary storage unit 3, and a step S97 copies the address information of the 
address information save file into the compressed file 13. A step S98 closes the 
address information save file. Further, a step S99 opens the compressed data save 
file within the data file 15 of the auxiliary storage unit 3, and a step SI GO copies the 
compressed data of the compressed data save file into the compressed file 13. A 
step SI 01 closes the compressed data save file. A step SI 02 edits the data of a 
trailer for identifying an end of the compressed file, and a step 8103 stores the 
compressed file 13 in the CD-ROM 6a. In addition, a step SI 04 closes the 
compressed file 13, and the process ends. 

[0065] FIG. 9 is a diagram for explaining combining of the compressed files by the 
la) region dividing process and appearing frequency computing process, lb) 
compression parameter computing process, 1c) data compressing process and 
address information computing process, and Id) compressed file combining process 
described above. In FIG. 9, (a) shows the compression parameters, and in this 
embodiment, the compression parameters are for carrying out the compression by the 
Huffman coding. In FIG. 9, (b) shows the sections of the dictionary file, and in this 
embodiment, each section is made up of 2 kbytes, for example, and each section is 
formed by dictionary data and index data. In the case of an encyclopedia, for 
example, the dictionary data includes text data of text describing the meanings of 
words, image data of an animal if the word relates to the animal, for example, and 
audio data indicating a chirping sound of a bird if the word relates to a bird, for 
example. The index is used to retrieve a desired dictionary data from the dictionary 
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file, and is provided with respect to each dictionary data. The index is sometimes 
referred to as a keyword. The index data includes a catchword pointer, an item 
pointer and the like. Data of the catchword include a headword. Data of the Item 
includes a headword, comment and the like. 

[0066] In FIG. 9, (c) shows the compressed data in a state where each section is 
compressed by variable-length compression. In addition, in FIG. 9, (d) shows the 
address information which is computed with respect to each section, and (e) shows 
the compressed file which is obtained by combining the compression parameters, the 
address information and the compressed data and adding management information at 
the start. The management information includes information which is used when 
retrieving the compressed file, such as a dictionary file name, a dictionary file type, 
and a compression type of the dictionary file. Further, in FIG. 9, (f) shows the 
compressed file which is added with a header and a trailer. 

[0067] FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining a format of compressed data within the 
compressed file. In FIG. 10, (a) shows the compression parameters, and in this 
embodiment, the compression parameters are for carrying out the compression by the 
Huffman coding. In addition, in FIG. 10, (b) shows the compressed data in a state 
where each section is compressed by variable-length compression. In FIG. 10, (c) 
shows the control information, the compressed data and the EOB which form each 
section. In FIG. 10, (d) shows the control information which includes an EOB delete 
flag, a non-compression flag, the compression parameter type and the like. 

[0068] The EOB which indicates the end of each section is made up of 18 bits to 24 
bits. However, when each section has a fixed length, the EOB may be omitted with 
respect to the sections other than the last section. Hence, in order to further improve 
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the data compression efficiency, the EOB delete flag is provided to indicate whether 
or not the EOB is deleted. 

[0069] In a peculiar section where a large number of words having a low appearing 
frequency exist, a phenomenon Is encountered wherein the compressed data 
becomes longer than the non-compressed data. Accordingly, in such a case, the 
non-compressed data is stored in the compressed file in place of the compressed 
data as described above, in order to further improve the data compression efficiency. 
The non-compression flag indicates whether or not the non-compressed data is 
^ stored in place of the compressed data. 



O 



^ [0070] The compression parameter type (or compression parameter identification 

4a 
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number) is used for the compression of the concerned section, and indicates one of n 
compression parameter types 1 through n. Hence, it is possible to know the 
compression parameters which are used for the compression of each section from the 
control information which is provided at the start of each section. 

[0071] FIG. 11 is a functional block diagram showing a file retrieval and display 
system formed by this first embodiment of the data processing apparatus. In FIG. 
11. those parts which are the same as those corresponding parts in FIG. 1 are 
designated by the same reference numerals, and a description thereof will be 
omitted. 

[0072] The file retrieval and display system shown in FIG. 11 generally includes a 
retrieval and display controller 31, the compressed file 13, an input section 33, and a 
retrieval result display section 35. The retrieval and display controller 31 is formed by 
the CPU 1 shown in FIG. 1, and includes an input process section 41, a retrieval 
controller 42, read process sections 43 and 44, an expanding process section 45, and 
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a display process section 46. The compressed file is formed by the CD-ROM 6a 
shown in FIG. 1. for example. The input section 33 is formed by the input device 4 
shown in FIG. 1. Moreover, the retrieval result display section 35 is formed by the 
display unit 5 shown in FIG. 1. 

[0073] The contents and control sequence of each process is determined by the 
input process section 41 and the retrieval controller 42, based on the retrieval mode, 
keyword and the like which are input from the input section 33. The index pointer 
corresponding to the index data input from the input section 33, is read from the 

?^ 

?^ compressed file 13 by the read process section 43, and the data of the index pointer 

M 

^ is expanded by the expanding process section 45. The text data of the concerned 

^ text is read by the read process section 44 based on the value of the acquired Index 

^ pointer, and the text data of the text is expanded by the expanding process section 

0 

nj 45. A retrieval result which is obtained the series of retrieval processes described 

yj above is displayed on the retrieval result display section 35 by the display process 

PJ section 46. 

[0074] Next, a description will be given of a file retrieval and display process which 
retrieves and displays the desired data by reading the compressed file 13 stored in 
the CD-ROM 6a which is loaded into the CD-ROM input and output unit 6. The file 
retrieval and display process generally includes an index read process and a text 
read process, and carries out a data expanding process by calling the data expanding 
process. In this embodiment, it is assumed for the sake of convenience that a 
program for causing the CPU 1 to carry out the file retrieval and display process is 
stored in the CD-ROM 6a, and that the CPU 1 reads this program and the 
compressed file from the CD-ROM 6a by a known method and loads the read 
program and compressed file into the auxiliary storage unit 3. 
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[0075] 2a) Index Read Process: 

[0076] FIG. 12 is a flow chart for explaining an index reading process of the read 
process section 43 and the expanding process section 45 within the retrieval and 
display controller 31, that is, the process of the CPU 1 shown in FIG. 1. In FIG. 12, 
a step S1 11 sets the address information of a highest order index, based on the index 
data which is input by the user from the input section 33. A step S1 12 calls the data 
expanding process, and reads a routine for causing the data expanding process to be 
carried out from the program which is stored in the auxiliary storage unit 3 and 
^: causes the file retrieval process to be carried out, so as to expand the address of the 

rf highest order index within the compressed file 13. A step S1 13 acquires the address 

of the high order Index which is the first letter of highest order index, based on the 
^ , above described index data. A step S1 14 calls the data expanding process, and 

HI expands the address of the high order index within the compressed file 13. A step 

yj S1 15 acquires the address of a low order index of the next hierarchical layer, based 

P4 on the above described index data. A step S1 16 calls the data expanding process, 

and expands the address of the low order index of the next hierarchical layer within 
the compressed file 1 3. A step S1 1 7 decides whether or not the expansion of the 
address of a lowest order index ended, and the process returns to the step S1 15 if 
the decision result in the step S1 17 is NO. On the other hand, the process ends if the 
decision result in the step S1 17 is YES. 

[0077] 2b) Data Expanding Process: 

[0078] FIGS. 13A and 13B comprise a flow chart for explaining a data expanding 
process of the expanding process section 45 within the retrieval and display controller 
31, that is, the process of the CPU 1 shown in FIG. 1. The data expanding process 
is called by the index read process and the text read process. 
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[0079] In FIGS. 13A and 13B, a step S121 stores a requested expanding address, 
data size and storage region in the auxiliary storage unit 3, based on the index data 
which is input by the user from the input section 33, so as to prepare within the 
auxiliary storage unit 3 a storage region having a sufficiently large size with respect 
to the expanded data size. A step S122 decides whether or not the compressed file 
13 which is read from the CD-ROM 6a and loaded into the auxiliary storage unit 3 is 
opened. If the decision result in the step S122 is NO, a step S123 opens the 
^ compressed file 13 within the auxiliary storage unit 3. A step S124 decides whether 

5l or not the header and the trailer are set, and the process advances to a known error 

U 

, ^ process if the decision result in the step SI 24 is NO. 

fjl 

4" [0080] On the other hand, if the decision result in the step S 124 is YES. a step 

Ul 

^ SI 25 reads the compression parameters from the compressed file 13, and reads the 

s 

ry appearing frequency of the 8-bit code, the 16-bit codes and the appearing 

IaI frequencies of the 16-bit codes. A step S126 creates a corresponding Huffman tree 

□ 

PJ with respect to each of the plurality of compression parameters, based on the 

appearing frequency of the 8-bit code, the 16-bit codes and the appearing 
frequencies of the 16-bit codes, and the process advances to a step S127 which will 
be described later. A judging flag for judging whether the code is the 8-bit code or 
the 16-bit code is added to the data of the leaf of the Huffman tree. 

[0081] If the decision result in the step S122 is YES or after the step S126, the step 
SI 27 reads the address information corresponding to the requested expanding 
address, from the compressed file 13. A step SI 28 reads the section of the 
corresponding compressed data from the compressed file, based on the address 
information. A step S129 decides whether or not the non-compression flag within the 
control information is set and ON. The process advances to a step SI 32 which will 
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be described later if the decision result in the step S129 is YES, and the process 
advances to a step S130 if the decision result in the step S129 is NO. 

[0082] The step S130 expands the section of the compressed data by the Huffman 
tree corresponding to the compression parameter type within the control information. 
The step S131 copies the expanded data to the storage region described above, 
based on the judging flag for judging whether the code is the 8-bit code or the 16-bit 
code, and the process advances to a step S133. In this case, if the section is the last 
section, the data of the variable-length section to the EOB is expanded and copied, 
because the EOB is added to the end of the section. If the section is the intermediate 
section other than the last section, the data of the 2-kbyte fixed-length section is 
expanded and copied, because the EOB delete flag which indicates that the EOB is 
deleted is included in the control information. 

[0083] On the other hand, a step S132 copies the non-compressed data to the 
storage region described above, based on the judging flag forjudging whether the 
code is the 8-bit code or the 16-bit code, and the process advances to the step SI 33. 
In this case, if the section is the last section, the non-compressed data of the 
variable-length section to the EOB is copied as it is. because the EOB is added to the 
end of the section. If the section is the intermediate section other than the last 
section, the non-compressed data of the 2-kbyte fixed-length section is copied as it 
is, because the EOB delete flag which indicates that the EOB is deleted is included in 
the control information. 

[0084] The step SI 33 updates the address information of the section, and a step 
Si 34 decides whether or not the expansion of the data size requested with respect to 
the compressed file 13 is completed. If the decision result in the step SI 34 is NO, 
the step S127 reads from the compressed file 13 the address information 
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corresponding to the expanding address of the next section. The step S128 reads 
the section of the corresponding compressed data from the compressed file 13. 
based on the address Information corresponding to the expanding address of this 
next section, and the process advances to the step S129. On the other hand, the 
process ends if the decision result in the step S134 is YES. 

[0085] 2c) Text Reading Process: 

1^ [0086] FIG. 14 Is a flow chart for explaining a text reading process of the read 

5^ process section 44 and the expanding process section 45 within the retrieval and 

y display controller 31 , that is, the process of the CPU 1 shown in FIG. 1 . 

[0087] In FIG. 14, a step S141 counts a number of items, which are within the 

in 

^ expanded data, and match the index, based on the index data which is input by the 

user from the input section 33. A step S142 sets the value of the item pointer of the 

y index to the address, based on the input index data. A step SI 43 calls the data 

O 

fU expanding process, and reads the routine for causing the data expanding process to 

be carried out from the program for causing the file retrieval process to be carried out 
with respect to the file within the auxiliary storage unit 3, so as to expand the text 
amounting to one section, that is, the dictionary data amounting to one section, which 
is within the compressed file 13 and is indicated by the item pointer. 

[0088] A step S144 decides whether or not the dictionary data indicated by the item 
pointer ended, and a step SI 45 sets the address of the next one section if the 
decision result in the step S144 is NO. In addition, a step S146 calls the data 
expanding process, and expands the dictionary data amounting to one section, which 
is within the compressed file 13 and is indicated by the item pointer, and the process 
returns to the step S144. On the other hand, if the decision result in the step S144 is 
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YES, a step S147 decides whether or not the process with respect to all of the items 
is ended, based on the input index data. The process returns to the step S142 if the 
decision result in the step S147 is NO. If the decision result in the step S147 is YES, 
a step S148 displays the expanded dictionary data for all of the items by the retrieval 
result display section 35, and the process ends. 

[0089] The step S148 may be carried out before the step S147. In this case, the 
step S148 displays the expanded dictionary data for each item by the retrieval result 
display section 35 every time. 



[0090] In the embodiment described above, it is assumed for the sake of 
^ convenience that the section has the variable length. It is possible to improve the 

W data expansion speed when the section has the variable length, because the length 

Si 

O of the section can be set appropriately depending on the type or category of the data, 

so as to avoid the expansion of surplus data. 

y 

0 

nj [0091] On the other hand, when the section has a fixed length, the data 

compression efficiency is improved, and the address information can be restored from 
the compressed file even if the address information before the compression of the 
section is stored in the compressed file. This is because the relative position of each 
section with respect to other sections can be calculated, since the section has the 
fixed length and the section number is added to each section. 

[0092] In the case where the section has the variable length, it is necessary to 
store the address information before the compression of the section in the 
compression file. Accordingly, whether the section is to have the fixed length or the 
variable length may be determined depending on whether the priority is to be given to 
the data compression efficiency or the data expansion speed. 
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[0093] In addition, one or more dictionary files may be stored in the CD-ROM 6a. 
Even when a plurality of dictionary files related to a plurality of dictionaries, 
encyclopedias or the like are stored in the CD-ROM 6a, it is possible to specify the 
dictionary file which is to be retrieved, based on the dictionary file name or the 
dictionary file type within the management information shown in FIG. 9 (e). 



[0094] In the embodiment described above, the Huffman code is used for the data 
compression, but it is possible to use codes other than the Huffman code, such as the 
L,' Universal code, as long as the data compression system is capable of efficiently 

Q compressing the dictionary data using the compression parameters which are 

W common for each of the sections. Further, the data which is to be subjected to the 

w 

data compression and expansion is not limited to the dictionary data, and also 
^ includes data of a database, including index and data. 

M 

ru 

j)^ [0095] Moreover, in the embodiment described above, the retrieval process is 

□ carried out by copying the program for causing the file retrieval process and the 

nj 

compressed file into the auxiliary storage unit 3. However, instead of copying the 
program and the compressed file into the auxiliary storage unit 3, it is possible to 
develop the program and the compressed file in the main storage unit 2 and to carry 
out processes similar to those described above. 



[0096] The data compression efficiency is improved by the data compression 
process using the normal 8-bit Huffman code, by employing the compression 
algorithm of the above described embodiment. As a result, it is possible to reduce 
the recording region required to record the compressed file in the storage medium 
such as the hard disk, which is described above as the CD-ROM and the auxiliary 
storage unit. Although the data compression efficiency is improved by this 
compression algorithm, the processing time required to expand the compressed file is 
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virtually unchanged from that required when expanding the compressed file which is 
compressed by the normal Huffman code. 



[0097] The time required for the retrieval process includes a seek time of the 
reading unit (drive), a read time of reading the compressed file, and a expand time of 
the expanding process. 



[0098] As described above, the recording region which is required to record the 
^ compressed file in the storage medium is reduced due to the data compression 

2 efficiency which is improved by the compression algorithm. For this reason, the seek 

/'I time which is required by the retrieval process of the retrieval program is reduced, 

iTJ and the retrieval speed is improved as a result. This effect of improving the retrieval 

m speed becomes further notable as the performance of the hardware is improved. 

fy [0099] Next, a description will be given of a second embodiment of the file 

yj processing method and the data processing apparatus according to the present 

o 

m invention. This second embodiment of the file processing method and the data 

processing apparatus employs a second embodiment of the storage medium 
according to the present invention. In this second embodiment of the storage 
medium, the present invention is applied to a CD-ROIVI, but the storage medium itself 
is not limited to the CD-ROM, and the present invention is of course similarly 
applicable to storage media other than the CD-ROM, such as optical information 
storage media other than the CD-ROM, magneto-optical storage media such as 
magneto-optical disks, magnetic recording media such as floppy disks, and various 
kinds of semiconductor memory devices. 



[0100] The general structure of the computer system which employs the second 
embodiment of the file processing method is the same as that shown in FIG. 1, and 
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corresponds to the second embodiment of the data processing apparatus. In the 
second embodiment of the data processing apparatus, the retrieval and display 
controller has a structure shown in FIG. 15. In FIG. 15, those parts which are the 
same as those corresponding parts in FIG. 11 are designated by the same reference 
numerals, and a description thereof will be omitted. 

[0101] The retrieval and display controller shown in FIG. 15 generally includes a CD- 
ROM application 51, an operating system (OS) 52, a random file manager (FM) 53, a 

,U serial file manager (FM) 54, a driver software (DV) 55 for the CD-ROM 6a, driver 

softwares (DVs) 56 and 57 for the hard disk 3a and forming the auxiliary storage unit 

^ 3, and a driver software (DV) 58 for the display unit 5 and forming the auxiliary 

!t storage unit 3. 

m 

0 [0102] The CD-ROM application 51 includes an application control section 61. an 

M= input process section 62, a read process section 63, and a display process section 

O 64. In addition, a reading and expanding process section 71 which corresponds to 

HI 

the read process sections 43 and 44 shown in FIG. 11 is provided within the DV 55. 
The application control section 61 corresponds to the retrieval controller 42 shown in 
FIG. 11, and determines contents and a control sequence of each process. The 
input process section 62 corresponds to the input process section 41 shown in FIG. 
11, and inputs an operation mode and selects a target file. The read process section 
63 and the reading and expanding process section 71 which is provided within the DV 
55 read the concerned compressed data from the compressed file 13 and expands 
the concerned compressed data. Various processes are carried out based on the 
expanded data, and the display process section 64 displays a retrieval result on the 
retrieval result display section 35. The display process section 64 corresponds to the 
display process section 46 shown in FIG. 11. In this embodiment, the data stored in 
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the compressed file 13 is not limited to the data made up of the index and the real 
data as in the case of the first embodiment where the data relates to the dictionary, 
encyclopedia or the like, and may be any kind of data. In addition, the data 
processing apparatus forms a file control apparatus. 

[0103] The CD-ROM application 51 may be preinstalled in the auxiliary storage unit 
3 or, read from the CD-ROM 6a or the like and installed into the auxiliary storage unit 
3. In addition, the DV 55 may be preinstalled in the auxiliary storage unit 3, similarly 
to the DVs 56 through 58 or, read from the CD-ROM 6a and installed into the auxiliary 

n 

^ storage unit 3. For the sake of convenience, it is assumed that the OS 52 and the 

-I 

St FMs 53 and 54 are preinstalled in the auxiliary storage unit 3. 

^= [0104] Accordingly, this second embodiment of the storage medium stores at least 

P one of the compressed file 13 and the DV 55. and may further store the CD-ROM 

pj 

application 51. 

W 

S [0105] Therefore, by providing an expansion library (reading and expanding 

process section 71) into the DV 55, this embodiment does not need to design the 
application software for each compressed file, and the reading and expanding 
process with respect to the compressed file can be made using the existing 
application software by merely modifying the DV 55. 

[0106] FIG. 16 is a flow chart for explaining a file reading process which is carried 
out by the read process section 63 of the CD-ROM application 51 together with the 
reading and expanding process section 71 of the DV 55, that is, the process of the 
CPU 1 shown in FIG. 1. 

[0107] In FIG. 16, a step SI 51 initializes a read buffer within the CPU 1. A step 
S152 sets a read address (logical address) of the compressed file 13. A step S153 
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sets a read length of the section. In addition, a step S154 calls the read and 
expanding process, and the process ends. 

[0108] FIGS. 17A and 17B comprise a flow chart for explaining a reading and 
expanding process of the reading and expanding process section 71 of the DV 55, 
that is, the process of the CPU 1 shown in FIG. 1. 

[0109] In FIGS. 17A and 17B, a step S161 stores a requested expanding address, 
data size and storage region into the auxiliary storage unit 3, based on the index data 
y which is input by the user from the input section 33, and prepares a sufficiently large 

y 

^"^ storage region within the auxiliary storage unit 3 with respect to the expanded data 

W 

^ size. A step S162 decides whether or not the compressed file 13 which is read from 

in the CD-ROM 6a and loaded into the auxiliary storage unit 3 is open. A step SI 63 

P opens the compressed file 13 within the auxiliary storage unit 3 if the decision result 

m 

\d> in the step SI 62 is NO. A step SI 64 decides whether or not a header and a trailer 

W 

p are set, and the process advances to a known general file process if the decision 

result in the step SI 64 is NO. 

[0110] On the other hand, if the decision result in the step SI 64 is YES, a step 
SI 65 reads the compression parameters from the compressed file 13, and reads the 
appearing frequency of the 8-bit code, the 16-bit codes, and the appearing 
frequencies of the 16-bit codes within the compression parameters. A step S166 
creates a corresponding Huffman tree with respect to each of the plurality of 
compression parameters, based on the appearing frequency of the 8-bit code and the 
appearing frequencies of the 16-bit codes, and the process advances to a step SI 67 
which will be described later. A judging flag forjudging whether the code is the 8-bit 
code or the 16-bit code is added to the data of the leaf of the Huffman tree. 
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[0111] If the decision result in the step SI 62 is YES or after the step SI 66, the step 
SI 67 reads the address information corresponding to the requested expanding 
address fronfi the compressed file 13. A step S168 reads the section of the 
corresponding compressed data from the compressed file 13, based on the address 
information. A step S169 decides whether or not the non-compression flag within the 
control information is set and ON. The process advances to a step SI 72 which will 
be described later if the decision result in the step SI 69 is YES, and the process 
advances to a step S170 if the decision result in the step SI 69 is NO. 

[0112] The step S170 expands the section of the compressed data by the Huffman 
tree corresponding to the compression parameter type within the control information, 
and a step SI 71 copies the expanded data to the storage region described above, 
based on the judging flag forjudging whether the code is the 8-bit code or the 16-bit 
code. The process advances to a step S173 after the step S171. In this case, if the 
section is the last section, the data of the variable-length section to the EOB is 
expanded and copied because the EOB is added to the end of the section. If the 
section is an intermediate section other than the last section, the data of the 2-kbyte 
fixed-length section is expanded and copied since the EOB delete flag which 
indicates that the EOB is deleted is included in the control information. 

[0113] On the other hand, the step 172 copies the non-compressed data to the 
storage region described above, based on the judging flag forjudging whether the 
code is the 8-bit code or the 16-bit code, and the process advances to the step SI 73. 
In this case, if the section is the last section, the non-compressed data of the 
variable-length section to the EOB is copied as it is, because the EOB is added to the 
end of the section. If the section is the intermediate section other than the last 
section, the non-compressed data of the 2-kbyte fixed-length section is copied as it 
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is, because the EOB delete flag which indicates that the EOB is deleted is included in 
the control information. 

[0114] The step S173 updates the address information of the section, and a step 
S174 decides whether or not the expansion of the data size requested with respect to 
the compressed file 13 is completed. If the decision result in the step S174 is NO, 
the step S167 reads from the compressed file 13 the address information 
corresponding to the expanding address of the next section. The step SI 68 reads 
^ the section of the corresponding compressed data from the compressed file 13, 

R based on the address information corresponding to the expanding address of this 

y next section, and the process advances to the step SI 69. On the other hand, the 

m 

# process ends if the decision result in the step SI 74 is YES. 

w 

O [0115] In this second embodiment, the CD-ROM application 51 using he CD-ROM 

m 

6a is described as the application, but the application is not limited to such. Any kind 

W 

P of application capable of treating a file may utilize the driver software which is applied 

with the present invention. 

[0116] In addition, although the reading and expanding process section 71 is 
provided in the driver software for the CD-ROM, it is possible to also obtain the 
effects of the present invention by providing the reading and expanding process 
section 71 in a driver software (driver software for hard disk drive, driver software for 
floppy disk drive, and the like) corresponding to other storage units. 

[0117] Further, the present invention is not limited to these embodiments, but 
various variations and modifications may be made without departing from the scope 
of the present invention. 



